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"Bubble Butt!: The Challenged Sea Turtle of the Mystic

Aquarium" is the tale of an injured sea turtle.
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HOPE VALLEY - Local author Kiki
Latimer has just released her third
book with Educa Vision, Inc.

"Bubble Butt!: The Challenged Sea
Turtle of the Mystic Aquarium" is sure
to delight children and adults alike
with its tale of an injured sea turtle.
Speculated to have been injured by a
boat, the turtle was found stranded on
a beach covered in barnacles and
was brought to the Georgia Sea Turtle
Center for rehabilitation. In 2008,
Charlotte arrived at Mystic Aquarium
with a unique problem that became
inspiration for the story.

According to Latimer, the aquarium
had been looking to add a
rehabilitated sea turtle to it's
collection. She explained that sea
turtles who are hit by boats often
suffer from a gastrointestinal problem
resulting in gas building up in their
hind quarters causing their tail to float
higher than their head. This slows
them down when swimming and puts
them in danger of becoming a meal
for other sea life. Once they have this
condition, known as "bubble butt,"
they cannot be released back into the
wild.

"My kids and I always went to the
aquarium and the last two years I've
taken my grandchildren," says
Latimer. "I learned they had a sea
turtle. I love sea turtles, but I'd never
seen one up close and personal."

She got the idea for a book that would
tell Charlotte's tale of being injured,
getting rehabilitated and coming to
Mystic to start a new life. "The idea of
dealing with a handicap that changes

a creature on the outside but they are still the same inside," said Latimer. "I'm really excited (about
the books release) on all sorts of levels."

Latimer views the story as an opportunity for people to learn about the rehabilitation of sea
creature, and the important role of teachers. She also believes that reading should be fun for
children. The story of the sea turtle also emphasizes that it is good to laugh at ourselves when
things go wrong in life and to realize we can work through it.

The story took only a couple of weeks to write, while collaboration with illustrator Bunny Griffeth of
Cranston took an additional six or eight months. Latimer appreciated the opportunity to be able to
choose her own illustrator, which she says is not often the case when working with children's book
publishers.

Latimer previously published "The Waterfire Duck" and "Islands of Hope" in 2009 with Educa
Vision, Inc., a Florida based publisher of multicultural educational materials. Latimer's next project
may have something to do with rats at Roger Williams Zoo in Providence.
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